
 

   
 

Year 4 -Medium Term Planning  

Our World 
Focus: Waste: waste not, want not! 

 

Global Citizenship Core Text  Community / Global 

Project Outcome 

 

 
 

Ariki and the giant shark by 

Nicola Davies 

 

 

Assembly on relaunching 

school bins. 

Linked school value  Global Goals 

 
 

Value:  

 

 

 
 

 

Curriculum Table / Display Proposed Trip/Visitors 

Plastic vs Sustainable products  
Key Images: recycling images, 

symbols, images of pollution  

  

Key Artefacts: selection of items 

from the rubbish dump  

Lisa Scott – Huski Home 

River Thames - Creekside 

discovery centre 

 



 

   
 

 

 

 

Global Citizenship Building Blocks 
 

 

 

 

Knowledge and Understanding  

 

Skills Attitudes 

 

*Sustainable development  

*Globalisation and interdependence   

 

 

*Critical and creative thinking  

*Empathy  

*Self-awareness and reflection  

*Informed and reflective action  

 

*Respect for people and human rights  

*Concern for the environment and 

commitment to sustainable development  

*Belief that people can bring about 

change  

 

 

 
 

Week 1 Sorting through the rubbish dump that was discovered in the classroom by the children.   

Geography – locating the African village on a world map that is featured in One Plastic Bag. Research her story.  
  

Week 2 Use Lyfta resources to look at how another African village has empowered itself.  

  
Week 3 History – comparing how people’s use of plastic has changed over the years   

   

Plastic toys – bias and opinion. The pros and cons of the rise of plastic toys in the toy industry. How have toys changed 

over the years?   

   
Week 4 One use plastic – what items do we use that are only used once? How can we change this?   

Exploring Deepening Planning Delivering Evaluating



 

   
 

Look at the issues with single-use plastic – Link to gyres in ocean (geography) link to problems for marine life  

   
Week 5 Recycling – what can we recycle? Where can we recycle?   

   

The impact of plastic on the environment.  landfill  
Week 6 Alternative possibilities instead of using plastic.   

   

Visit from Visit from Lisa Scott (Huski Home)  
 HALF TERM 

Week 8 Children to design bin labels making it clear what you should/shouldn’t put in specific bins & create pen bins. 
Week 9 Link to computing – Children work in groups to create persuasive/informative video about different aspects of waste 

management. 

What is waste?/Problems of plastic/Food Waste/Where does it end up? Landfill & ocean gyres/Recycling/ 

Reusing/Reducing/What can you do? 
Week 10 Continued from week 9 edit videos and assemble. 
Week 11 Project outcomes Deliver assembly to the rest of the school 

Week 12 Children deployed to different classrooms to re-label bins and launch recycling initiative. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

   
 

 

English 

 

 

 
Week 1 

 

Week 2 
 

Week 3 
 

Week 4 
 

Week 5 
 

Week 6 
 

Week 7 

SPaG Focus: 

 

Expanded noun 

phrases 

 

SPaG Focus: 

 
Emotive language 
Rhetorical questions 

 

SPaG Focus: 

 

Imperative verbs 

SPaG Focus: 

 
Comparative and 

superlative adjectives 
 

SPaG Focus: 

 
Commas 

SPaG Focus: 

 

Alliteration 

 

SPaG Focus: 

 

Similes, metaphors, 

personification 

 
Focus for the week -  

 
Children use the front 

cover to make 

predictions about the 

book.  

 

Immerse children into 

the core text.  

 

Write a character 

description of Ariki. 

 
Creative writing 

activity: coming face 

to face with a shark. 

Focus for week –  

 
Children look at 

examples of persuasive 

texts. 
 
Identify features of a 

persuasive text. 
 
Compare persuasive 

texts and identify why 

one is more successful 

than the other. 
 
Use persuasive 

techniques to write a 

Focus for week – 

 
Plan persuasive 

writing on saving 

the shark from 

the Island queen. 
 

Select 

appropriate 

grammar and 

vocabulary and 

understand how 

these choices 

change and 

enhance 

Focus for week –  

 
Finish writing 

persuasive letter. 

 

 
Children peer 

assess and edit 

their work. 

 

Assess the 

effectiveness of 

Focus for week – 

 
 
Immersion into 

text 

 

Forest for the 

Trees activity - 

children play the 

role of 

managers of a 

400-acre (162 

hectare) piece 

of public forest. 

Children also 

role-play 

managing a 

Focus for week –  

 

 
 
Identify key features 

of the text and rank 

them in order of 

effectiveness. 

 

Select appropriate 

grammar and 

vocabulary and 

understand how these 

choices change and 

Focus for week –  

 
 
Children peer 

assess and edit 

their work. 

 

Assess the 

effectiveness of 

their own and 

other’s writing. 

 

Inspire Immerse Analyse Generate Model Write Edit Publish 



 

   
 

 

 
 

-  

paragraph to 

persuade classmates 

on chosen topic. 
 

 

meaning within 

writing.   

 
Write first section 

of letter. 

 
Edit and publish. 

their own and 

other’s writing. 

 
Children re-draft 

their work for 

publication. 

 

Tree Farm. By 

using a piece of 

land as an 

example, they 

will begin to 

understand the 

economic 

factors that 

influence 

management 

decisions for 

private forest 

lands.  

enhance meaning 

within writing.   

 
Children to write in the 

style of the Lorax. 

 

 

Children re-draft 

their work for 

publication. 

 

 

Maths 
 

Week 1 
 

Week 2 
 

Week 3 
 

Week 4 
 

Week 5 
 

Week 6 
 

Week 7 

Focus for the week: 
Number: addition and 

subtraction (including 

measurement and 

money) 

Focus for the week: 
Number: addition and 

subtraction (including 

measurement and 

money) 

 

Focus for the week:  

Number: addition and 

subtraction (including 

measurement and 

money) 

 

Focus for the week 
Measurement: 

length and 

perimeter 

Possibly linked to 4G 

- 2 

 

Focus for the week 
Measurement: 

length and 

perimeter 

Possibly linked to 4G 

- 2 

 

Focus for the week 

Number: 

multiplication and 

division 

Prioritise; 4MD – 1 

4MD – 2 

 

Focus for the week 

Number: 

multiplication and 

division 

Prioritise; 4MD – 1 

4MD – 2 

 
Add two 4-digit 

numbers – more than 

one exchange 

Subtract a 3-digit 

number from a 3-digit 

number – no 

exchange 

Subtract two 4-digit 

numbers no exchange 

Subtract two 4-digit 

numbers- more than 

one exchange 

Efficient subtraction 

Estimate answers 

Checking strategies 

Mini-assessment 
 
 

Consolidate 

addition and 

subtraction written 

methods and use 

these to solve 

missing number and 

multi-step 

problems.  Estimate 

and check answers 

Recognise 

equivalents in units of 

length (mm and cm, 

cm and m, m and 

km) 

Adding and 

subtracting lengths 

Working out the 

perimeter of shapes 

on a grid 
Perimeter of 

rectangles and 

rectilinear shapes 
 

Multiplying and 

dividing by 10, 100, 

1 & 0,  

 

Multiplication tables 

and division facts 

and written 

methods for TU x U & 

HTU x U  

 



 

   
 

Subtract a 3-digit 

number from a 3-digit 

number – exchange 

Subract two 4-digit 

numbers – one 

exchange 
 

to calculations using 

rounding and 

inverses  
 

 

         

 

Discrete Subjects  

 

 Week 1 
 

Week 2 
 

Week 3 
 

Week 4 
 

Week 5 
 

Week 6 
 

Week 7 

Whole Class 

Reading  

 

See notes 

below for KS 

recommenda

tions 

Strategies: 

Prediction 

 
Text: Ariki and the 

giant shark by 

Nicola Davies 
 
Genre: Fiction 

 

 

 
 

Strategies: 

Questioning 

 
Text: Ariki and the 

giant shark by 

Nicola Davies 
 
Genre: Fiction 
 

  

Strategies: 

Summarising 

 
Text: Trash by 

Andy Mulligan 

 

Genre: Fiction 

 

Strategies: 

Summarising 

 
Text: National 

geographic (kids)  

Genre: Non-

fiction (magazine 

article) 

Strategies: 

Evaluating 

 
Text: National 

geographic (kids)  

Genre: Non-

fiction (magazine 

article) 

Strategies: 

Inference 

 
Text: What can 

you do with only 

one shoe by 

Simon and Sheryl 

Shapiro 
 
Genre: Poetry 
 

 

Strategies: 

Summarising 

 
Text: This book is 

not rubbish by 

Isabel Thomas 

 

Genre: Non-

fiction 

 



 

   
 

Science 

 

Include a 

science day 

 

LO: create a mini 

water world 

 

 

Activity: create a mini 

water world and 
label a diagram 

explaining the water 

cycle. 
 

 

LO: understand and 

explain the water 

cycle 

 

Activity: do a side-by-

side comparison of 

mini water world and 

water cycle. 

LO: plan an 

investigation about 

how the speed of 

evaporation is 

affected by 

temperature. 

 

Activity: Plan an 

investigation using 

paper towels and 

water on a washing 

line. Children identify 

and control variables. 

Carry out investigation 

and draw conclusions. 

 
SCIENCE DAY 

 
 

 

 

LO: predict how the 

rate of evaporation is 

affected by the 

container. 

 

 

Activity: How does the 

level of water in a 

container change 

over time 

 

 

LO: present results and 

write a conclusion. 

 

 

Activity: use numbers 

to graph results and 

write a conclusion 

from investigation into 

water level in 

containers. 

 

LO: exploring 

changing states. 
 
Activity: children to 

make rice crispy 

cakes and ice cream. 

 

https://www.thebes

tideasforkids.com/i

ce-cream-in-a-

bag/  

 

 

LO: research the 

temperature at which 

some materials 

change state when 

heated. 

 

Activity: children to 

use the iPads to 

research melting 

temperatures of 

different solids and 

understand that the 

freezing and melting 

points are the same 

temperature. 

 
 

Geography LO: know the 

difference between 

the British Isles, Great 

Britain and the UK. 
 
Activities: Socrative 

quiz on the 

differences between 

the British Isles, Great 

Britain and the UK, 

using their knowledge 

organisers and 
Countries & their capitals 

(easiest) 

 
 

 

LO: identify the 

features of a river. 
 

 

Activities: children use 

keynote to create an 

interactive 

presentation 

describing the 

different features of a 

river. 

LO: identify the 

features of a river. 
 

 

Activities: children use 

keynote to create an 

interactive 

presentation 

describing the 

different features of a 

river. 

 

LO: Understand key 

aspects of rivers and 

the water cycle. 

Observe the human 

and physical features 

in and around 

Deptford Creek. 

Observe how the land 

use of the area 

around Deptford 

Creek has changed. 

  

Activities 

School trip to 

Creekside 

discovery centre. 
 

 
 

LO: understand that 

Britain is made up of 

counties and identify 

Kent. 
 
Activities: 

interactive activity 
Counties of England 

(hardest) 
Complete a counties 

jigsaw puzzle. 

LO: name up to six 

major cities in the 

UK and locate 

them on a map. 

 
Activities: use an 

atlas to locate and 

label major cities in 

the UK. Use 

interactive game to 

practice: 
Major cities in the UK  

LO: recall the 

names and locate 

the seven 

continents and five 

major oceans. 

 
Activities: sing the 

continent song and 

identify 5 countries 

in each continent 

using an atlas. 

Identify major rivers 

within the world. 

https://www.thebestideasforkids.com/ice-cream-in-a-bag/
https://www.thebestideasforkids.com/ice-cream-in-a-bag/
https://www.thebestideasforkids.com/ice-cream-in-a-bag/
https://www.thebestideasforkids.com/ice-cream-in-a-bag/
https://world-geography-games.com/en/europe_uk_ireland.html
https://world-geography-games.com/en/europe_uk_ireland.html
https://world-geography-games.com/en/europe_uk_ireland.html
https://online.seterra.com/en/vgp/3146
https://online.seterra.com/en/vgp/3146
https://online.seterra.com/en/vgp/3146
https://online.seterra.com/en/vgp/3104


 

   
 

RE        

Art 

 

Plan 

backwards 

LO:  use a scale 

grid to draw in 

proportion.  

  

Activity:  children 

enlarge a sea 

creature photo on 

a scale grid. 

LO: create a 

printing block by 

making indents 

onto foam tiles. 

  

Activity:  children 

use foam and card 

to create a printing 

block of their sea 

creature. 

 

LO:  select a range 

of coloured and 

textured paper for 

a striking effect. 

  

Activity:   create a 

collage 

background for our 

sea print. 

 

 

 

LO:  print using 

layers of two of 

more colours. 

  

Activity:  children 

print onto their 

collage. 

  

 

LO:  design and 

make a logo or 

repeating pattern. 

  

Activity:  children 

design and make a 

printing block to 

print onto their t-

shirt bags.  

 

LO:  print using 

layers of two of 

more colours. 
  

Activity: children 

print their repeating 

pattern or logo 

onto their t-shirt 

bags. 

 

LO: evaluate our 

project. 

  

Activity: children 

evaluate their own 

and others’ work. 

 

 

French RIGOLO 1 UNIT 1  

Bonjour  

- Greet and say goodbye to someone  

- Ask someone’s name and say your own  

- Ask how someone is and respond to same question  

- Learn some basic nouns  

- Count numbers 1-10 

 

 

P.E 

 

LO:  apply passing 

and moving skills to 

keep possession. 

  

Activity:  

Develop passing 

and moving skills 

into a mini game 

situation. 

LO:  develop 

passing and 

creating space. 

  

Activity:  pupils 

explore the 

transition between 

attack and 

defence, working 

out simple tactics 

for creating space 

and keeping 

possession. 

 

LO:  explore how to 

shoot, where to 

shoot from and 

why. 

  

Activity:  Pupils use 

their prior learning 

of passing and 

moving, to move 

the ball up the 

court, creating an 

attack that results in 

a shooting 

opportunity. 

 

LO:  refine shooting 

technique. 

  

Activity:  Use the 

Flier Netball rules, in 

addition award 1 

point if the ball hits 

the ring but does 

not go in, 3 points if 

the ball hits the ring 

and goes in, 5 

points if the ball 

goes straight in. 

 

LO:  develop 

understanding of 

the footwork rule 

and how they can 

increase the speed 

and fluidity of their 

movements. 

  

Activity:  Pupils 

move around the 

space and react 

(stop) on the 

whistle, one foot, 

two feet landings. 

Pivot and pass to 

an imaginary team 

member before 

LO:  bring learning 

together into a 

level 1 tournament.  

  

Activity:  Play a 

round robin 

tournament so 

pupils all play each 

other applying their 

knowledge and 

understanding 

throughout. 3 points 

for a win, 1 for a 

draw and 0 for a 

loss.  

LO:  bring learning 

together into a 

level 1 tournament.  

  

Activity:  Continue 

a round robin 

tournament so 

pupils all play each 

other applying their 

knowledge and 

understanding 

throughout. 3 points 

for a win, 1 for a 

draw and 0 for a 

loss.  



 

   
 

moving off into 

space. 

RSHE LO: 

How to develop 

and maintain 

positive, 

healthy 

relationships. 

 

Children create a 

list of ten things 

they can do to 

maintain 

positive and 

healthy 

relationships 

with family and 

friends. 
 

 

LO:   

  What do we 

understand about 

personal space? 

Why is it important 

to understand and 

respect personal 

space?  

What does private 

mean? What can it 

mean for people? 

Children role play 

different scenarios, 

freeze frame and use 

thought tracking. 

LO: Anti-bullying 

week activities.  
 

Talk about how 

being part of group 

can make us feel 

we have to join in 

with what everyone 

else wants to do 

and demonstrate 

assertive ways of 

saying we don’t 

want to/won’t join 

in. 
 

Cyberbullying – 

what is it and how 

do we deal with it? 
 

Understand that it is 

never their fault if 

someone else 

behaves 

inappropriately 

towards 

them/makes them 

feel uncomfortable 

LO: Where do we 

belong?  

Who is in our 

community?  

What does family 

mean to us?  

Why is belonging 

important? 

 

Children use art 

to illustrate the 

groups, clubs and 

organisations 

they belong to. 

LO: Who are in 

my family?  

How are families 

different for all of 

us? 

 

 
Children draw 

their families to 

create a family 

wall. 

LO: Explore how 

gender 

stereotypes can 

be seen in 

everyday life.  

 
Use Lyfta 

resources to 

explore male 

ballerina and the 

female 

weightlifter. 

LO:  Look at how 

this can have an 

impact on what 

children want to 

do and what they 

can achieve. 

Use Lyfta 

resources to 

explore male 

ballerina and the 

female 

weightlifter. 

Computing LO:  describe how 

networks 

physically 

connect to other 

networks. 
  

Activity:  children will 

explore how a 

network can share 

messages with 

another network to 

LO:  recognise how 

networked devices 

make up the 

internet. 
  

Activity:  children will 

describe the parts 

of a network and 

how they connect 

to each other to 

form the internet. 

They will use this 

LO:  outline how 

websites can be 

shared via the 

World Wide Web 

(WWW). 
  

Activity:  Learners will 

explore what can 

be shared on the 

World Wide Web 

and where websites 

are stored. They will 

LO:  describe how 

content can be 

added and 

accessed on the 

World Wide Web 

(WWW) 
  

Activity: children will 

analyse a website 

and identify the key 

parts. They will then 

LO:  recognise how 

the content of the 

WWW is created by 

people 
  

Activity:  children will 

explore who owns 

the content on the 

World Wide Web (or 

‘web’ for short). 

They will explore a 

LO:  evaluate the 

consequences of 

unreliable content 
  

Activity:  children will 

gain an 

appreciation of the 

fact that not 

everything they see 

on the internet is 

true, honest, or 

LO:  create an 

internet safety poster. 

  

Activity: children 

create an internet 

safety poster to 

consolidate their 

learning from this half 

term. 

 



 

   
 

 

Guided reading: 

Over the year children should have the opportunity to explore a range of genres listed below.  

 
KS1 Range of poems, stories, non-fiction, fairy tales and traditional tales 

Year 3/4 Range of poems, plays, fiction, non-fiction, reference books, myths, fairy tales, legends 

Year 5/6 Fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction, reference, myths, legends, traditional stories, cultural and traditional texts 

 

form the internet. 

They will consider 

some of the 

network devices 

involved in this, 

such as routers, and 

will also discuss 

what should be 

kept in and out of a 

network to keep 

safe. 
 

understanding to 

help explain how 

the internet lets us 

view the World 

Wide Web and 

recognise that the 

World Wide Web is 

part of the internet 

which contains 

websites and web 

pages. 
 

also explore how 

the World Wide 

Web can be 

accessed on a 

variety of devices. 

 
 

consider what 

content can be 

added to websites 

and what factors 

they should 

consider before 

adding content to 

a website. Finally, 

they will use a 

website which 

enables them to 

create their own 

content online. 

variety of websites 

and will investigate 

what they can and 

cannot do with the 

content on them. 

They will also relate 

this to principles of 

ownership and 

sharing in the real 

world. 

 

 
 

accurate. They will 

review images and 

decide whether or 

not they are real, 

before looking at 

why web searches 

can return 

ambiguous (and 

sometimes 

misleading) results. 

Finally, learners will 

complete a 

practical activity, 

demonstrating how 

quickly information 

can spread beyond 

their control. 

 


